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Garmin InReach SE+ Overview

1. So what is the Garmin InReach SE+?  

a) The Garmin InReach SE+ is a handheld satellite communicator with GPS functionality.  
b) The InReach SE+ can be used for two-way text messing, email, Twitter and Facebook 

communications.
c) You can trigger an interactive SOS to the 24/7 search and rescue monitoring center.
d) Track and share your location with family and friends.
e) Garmin uses the global Iridium satellite network for communications.
f) You can pair it with a compatible mobile device using the free Earthmate app for access to 

downloadable maps.
g) KICKER! - Must have a monthly subscription to use all functions.

2. What the Garmin InReach SE+ isn’t.

a) The Garmin InReach SE+ is not a traditional turn by turn navigational GPS unit.  There are no 
pre-loaded maps on the InReach SE+.  You can upgrade to the InReach Explorer+ to get pre-
loaded maps for a larger additional cost - $449.99 for Explorer+ vs. $289.99 for the SE+.
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The InReach SE+ does not come with pre-loaded maps but you 
can still use it to track your travel progress.  Depending on your 
subscription level you can send tracking intervals every 2 to 10 
minutes.  This allows you to go back and use either the Garmin 
Explorer website or the Earthmate phone application to see your 
exact tracking on the maps that are provided. 

While the InReach is in tracking mode it will plot your tracking 
points and you can view them by selecting the “Map” icon on the 
main screen.  This will provide you with a basic waypoints of the 
route you have taken and the distance you have traveled.

InReach Unit – Tracking
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1. As a stand alone unit the InReach SE+ is fairly simple to use.  All of the icons are laid 
out like an older cell phone.  Sending messages can be a bit cumbersome since the unit 
does not have a qwerty or any other type of key board.  You must use the directional 
button to type a message.  

2. Depending on which subscription plan you choose, you get anywhere from 10 to 
unlimited text messages to send each month.

InReach Unit – Regular Messaging 
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1. There are 3 “Pre-set” messages that you can choose from in the event you just need to send 
an update to someone quickly to let them know how you are doing .

2. You can edit the “Pre-set” messages yourself through the Garmin Explorer website.
3. You can also send unlimited “Pre-Set” messages no matter what subscription plan you are on.

InReach Unit – Pre-set Messaging
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InReach Unit – Pre-set & Quick Messaging
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The Garmin InReach SE+ has S.O.S messaging capabilities so that in the event of an emergency you can 
send a message to a GEOS response coordinator so they can track your location and respond 
appropriately. An S.O.S alert can be sent 3 different ways.

1. By using the S.O.S icon on the main screen.
2. Pushing the S.O.S button on the side of the unit.
3. Or by using the Earthmate application on your phone.

InReach Unit – S.O.S Messaging for Emergencies
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InReach Unit – S.O.S Messaging for Emergencies
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Earthmate Phone Application
You can download the free Earthmate phone application through the Play Store or Apple Store.
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Once you have downloaded the Earthmate 
application to your phone you can connect to the 
InReach unit by using Bluetooth.  

After you have synced your phone to the InReach 
you can review all of your tracking points plus any 
additional tracking data from all of your trips.

Earthmate Phone Application
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Earthmate Phone Application

Sending a message using the Earthmate
application is much faster and simpler than trying to 
type it out using the directional pad on the InReach 
unit itself.  The app automatically uses the contact 
information in your phone so when need to create a 
new message you just simply start typing the name 
of the individual and their contact number and/or 
email address will pop up.  Just select whether you 
want to send a text or an email than type your 
message and hit send.

Note:  In order to send a message when you are out 
of your cell coverage area you must be connected 
to the InReach unit through Bluetooth.
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One of the great features of the Earthmate
application is that it can be used on its own without 
the actual InReach unit for plotting points on the 
included maps.  For instance if you are out on a trail 
you can open the app on your phone and drop a pin 
in the location you are at and then you can use your 
phone to navigate to that point again if need be.

The plotting information is automatically updated on 
the Garmin Explorer Website to review at a later 
time.

Earthmate Phone Application
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Garmin Explorer Website
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Garmin Explorer Website
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Garmin Explorer Website
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Garmin Explorer Website
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Iridium Satellite Subscriptions

So the main caveat is in order to get 
the most out of your InReach unit you 
have to subscribe to either a monthly 
or annual plan.

If you do not subscribe to a plan the 
InReach SE+ is pretty much useless.
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Questions????
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